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DNA Members are invited to join us for 
our Spring Picnic and Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 10th at Ships of the Sea Mar-
itime Museum (41 Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Blvd.) from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Enjoy delicious food in the North Garden 
while chatting with neighbors and friends.

The 2016-2017 Board of Directors will be 
introduced and a very brief awards presen-
tation will take place as we recognize com-

munity grant award recipients.

The event is free to members in good stand-
ing. Non-members may join/renew at the 

door or in advance online at 
SavannahDNA.org.

RSVP to the Spring Picnic and Annual 
Meeting at SavannahDNA.org.

The Tourism Advisory Committee (TAC) is a 13-member board appointed by Mayor and Council to make 
policy recommendations impacting parking and routine of tourism-related traffic activities, and the enforce-
ment of tourism management regulations and other related issues.  In practice, the TAC initiates and reviews 
ordinances and ordinance modifications that fall under the purview of the City’s Tourism Management and 
Ambassadorship Department.  By City ordinance, the Downtown Neighborhood Association has two seats 
on the committee.  The current representatives are William (Bil) Lovett and W. David Jones.  Their role is 
to consider the impact of ordinances and tourism practices on the quality of resident life in the Landmark 
Historic District and to represent the interests of downtown residents in crafting ordinances.  Bill and David 
invite DNA members to talk with them anytime about their interests and concerns.  Reach out to Bill and 
David at tourism@SavannahDNA.org to let them know what is on your mind about tourism in Savannah. 

TOURISM AND DNA
David Jones / Bill Lovett, TAC  •  tourism@SavannahDNA.org
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2016-2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATIONS

In accordance with the DNA By-laws: 

ARTICLE VI

ELECTIONS

Nominees selected by the Nominating Committee and the 
general membership for the positions of officers and other 
positions on the Board of Directors in accordance with the 
provisions of Article V above shall be elected at the annual 
meeting of the general membership. The election shall be by 
a majority vote of the members in good standing, present 
and voting at such meeting. Those elected will take office 
after the election.

The General Membership of the DNA will vote on the proposed 
slate of Officers and Board Members at the Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 10th, 2016. DNA’s Mission is to enhance the quality of residential life in the Historic Landmark District, protect Savannah’s 

unique downtown environment, and advocate public policies which support these objectives. 

Dear DNA Member,

2016 started off strong for the Downtown Neigh-
borhood Association! After a successful Holiday 
Tour of Homes in December and an increase in 
membership households, the DNA continues to 
thrive. As we prepare to welcome new members 
to our Board, we are looking at ways to restructure 
how we lead and represent downtown residents in 
hopes of increasing involvement.  All of our board 
members will have active roles with subcommittees.  
With everything from social outreach to long term 
planning, members will have the opportunity to 
be involved with an area they are passionate about!  
Please refer to our website, or reach out to a board 
member today.
 
Public Safety is the primary concern among resi-
dents. DNA leadership has strengthened the com-
munication lines among those residing downtown 
and our Savannah Chatham Metropolitan Police 
Department (SCMPD) through advocacy and pub-
lic forums. The SCMPD is now fully staffed, with 
even more officers being added to account for the 
tourism population.  Through bi-monthly discus-
sions between the DNA, the Tourism Ambassador’s 
office, the Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD), and the SCMPD, we continue to work 
on solutions.  With the help of our District Two 
Alderman, Bill Durrence, DNA’s leadership con-
tinues to be part of the conversation as new public 
safety measures are proposed and implemented.  A 
few of the public safety initiatives DNA is working 
on:  a partnership that will bring energy efficient 
light bulbs at a reduced cost to members to aid in 
the lighting of streets, lanes and dark corners of the 
neighborhood, the viability of a real time app to aid 
in reporting suspicious activity, photos, and video 
to the police, and an overlay map of private security 
cameras accessible to the SCMPD.

As Landmark District residents, tourism affects 
our lives each day.  In February, the DNA part-
nered with Emergent Savannah and the City of 
Savannah to bring author Elizabeth Becker to 
Savannah. Becker is an authority on tourism and 
residential balance and brought insight and ideas to 
our community as we prepare to tackle the forma-
tion of a long overdue tourism management plan 
later this year. The DNA will contribute $5,000 to 
the research and development of the plan, allow-
ing the residential voice to be a significant part of 
the conversation. With additional representation 
on the Tourism Advisory Committee, the DNA 
has strengthened its presence as a key stakeholder 
among the City’s tourism industry leaders.

Additionally, we have an urgent need for volunteer 
docents and homes for the 2016 Holiday Tour of 
Homes on Sat., December 10. Our Tour Chair, 
Nina Altschiller has already secured many of the 
homes and coordinators for this event, but more 
help is needed! Please reach out to Nina at Tour-
Director@DNAHolidayTour.com if you can volun-
teer!

I look forward to seeing you at our Annual Spring 
Meeting and Picnic on Tuesday, May 10th.  This 
is such a fun event at a great venue to celebrate 
our accomplishments and those of our community 
partners!

See you soon,

Melinda D. Allen
President, Downtown Neighborhood Association



The Ward Captains recently 
met at the Massie Heritage 
Center where they met with 
three members of the police 
force, including Major Ben 
Herron. We discussed cre-
ating a neighborhood watch 
using the ward structure 
and existing Ward Cap-
tains as part of a response to 
concerns about crime . We 
hope to expand this effort 
throughout the Historic 
District. 

This brought to my attention 
that when the Downtown 
Neighborhood Association 
merged with the Beach In-
stitute Neighborhood Asso-
ciation two years ago,  we ne-
glected to engage and install 
ward captains for that neigh-
borhood. The city recognizes 
three geographic wards in 
Beach, Bartow Ward ex-
tends from Liberty Street to 
Jones, Davis Ward extends 
from Jones to Huntingdon, 
Mercer Ward extends from 
Huntingdon to Gwinnett, all 
bounded by Price and East 
Broad. We also still need 
a new Ward Captain for 
Whitefield Square. 

Another part of the crime 
effort is to collect informa-
tion about private cameras. 
A list of these cameras and 
their locations can help the 
police detectives save some 
legwork. If you know who 
has cameras around you the 
DNA intends to collect that 

data to share with the police. 
If crimes occur in the down-
town the DNA can assist the 
police in locating cameras 
near the crime scene. Ward 
captains are an excellent 
resource to encourage shar-
ing this information which 
would be voluntary and 
confidential to DNA and the 
police.

If you are not familiar with 
the Ward Captains generally, 
they have several functions 
in our community. The most 
important being engaging 
their neighbors in the neigh-
borhood,  maintaining some 
sort of neighborhood data-
base should the need arise to 
reach out to neighborhood 
members, and representing 
their neighborhood concerns 
to the DNA and encourag-
ing membership. When we 
have had issues that affect 
only one ward, it has been 
possible to reach out direct-
ly to the ward captain and 
they are able to locate other 
residents to share their con-
cerns. When a ward shares 
its issues with the DNA we 
can form a united voice to 
council local government 
and agencies.

If you have any questions 
or wish to volunteer to be a 
ward captain, please let me 
know!

WARD CAPTAIN UPDATE
Matthew Hallett, Ward Captain Chair  -  wardcaptain@savannahdna.org

FUN IN SAVANNAH’S SQUARES
Many of the Wards get together in their 

squares weekly to socialize with neighbors. 

Crawford Square neighbors enjoy Happy Hour
 Photo by Malcolm Tully

Chippewa Square Friday Evening Gathering

Kids, puppies and even the 2nd District Alderman gather 
regularly in Washington Square with neighbors.

If you have photos to share of your neighborhood gath-
erings, email to Communications@SavannahDNA.org. 

We would love to share on our website 
with your permission!

COMMUNITY GRANT AWARDS

Arts and Cultural Life
Arts Resource Collective (ARC) $500

Art Rise Savannah $1000
Friends of Massie $500

Savannah Children’s Choir $1500

Humanitarian Causes
City of Savannah’s Tourism Management Plan $5000

Emergent Savannah $1500
Emmaus House $500

Frank Callen Boys and Girls Club $2500
Heads Up Guidance, Inc. $750
Thomas Park Food Pantry $500

Urban Hope, Inc. $2500

Beautification and Improvements
Savannah Classical Academy $1000

Savannah Development and Renewal Authority $1000

Each year, the Downtown Neighborhood Association awards grants 
to community organizations and initiatives serving downtown Sa-
vannah with funds raised from the Holiday Tour of Homes. Please 
join the DNA Board of Directors in congratulating these organiza-
tions and initiatives supporting the DNA’s mission! They will be rec-
ognized at the Spring Picnic and Annual Meeting on May 10th.
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities

The Historic Savannah Foundation will be 
celebrating the 5th annual Savannah Pres-
ervation Festival on May 5th, 6th & 7th of 
2016. 2016 Event Programming includes 
the Preservation Awards Ceremony, an 
Opening Lecture and Reception which is 
free and open to the public; a wine tour of 
past Preservation Award winning projects in 
the Savannah area, and will conclude with 
a neighborhood-wide “Block Party.” Visit 
MyHSF.org for details and tickets.

Includes: Silent Auction, Lunch, Program and Book Signing

A Lunch and Learn Event

Floribunda
Wednesday, May 4, 2016
Savannah Marriott Riverfront Hotel
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Tickets: $45 | $400 Table of  10
Tickets Available at DowntownGardenClub.com
Complimentary Parking | Cash Bar

Featuring Master Gardener and Author

Ryan Gainey

SDRA GolDen BRoom AwARD
Presented by the Savannah Development and 
Renewal Authority (SDRA) and the Downtown 
Neighborhood Association, the Golden Broom 
Award recognizes businesses and organizations in 
the greater downtown Savannah area for their on-
going contribution to beautifying the community. 
Each quarter, the award is presented to a business 
or organization for its commitment to keeping its 
properties clean, well-maintained, and litter-free. 
Visit SDRA.net to nominate a business for this 

coveted award.

HOLIDAY TOUR OF HOMES SEEKS VOLUNTEER DOCENTS
Nina Altschiller, Chair, Holiday Tour of Homes, tourdirector@dnaholidaytour.com

This year's Holiday Tour of Homes 
will be December 10th from 11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  We need 100 vol-
unteers to be Docents, and if you are 
handy with holiday decorating, we 
could use your skills to help us cre-
ate wayfinding wreaths and decorate 
home exteriors. 

We could also use a few more beauti-
ful houses.  If your house hasn't been 
on the Tour in four or five years, and 
you'd be interested in participating, 
please be in touch.  

Please email Nina Altschiller at: 
tourdirector@dnaholidaytour.com 
if you would like to help! Volunteers are an integral part of the Holiday Tour of Homes’ success! Here are some 

scenes from the 2015 Tour. Photos by Bill Durrence


