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NEWSLETTER

Connect with DNA online: 
• www.SavannahDNA.org
• Facebook.com/SavannahDNA
• Nextdoor.com

January 20, 2016 
Membership Meeting
Speaker: Charles Morris
Coastal Georgia Center

February 17, 2016 
Membership Meeting
Speaker: 
Elizabeth Becker,
Author of Overbooked
Coastal Georgia Center

March 23 
Membership Meeting
Speaker: TBA
Coastal Georgia Center

April 20, 2016 
Membership Meeting
Speaker: TBA
Coastal Georgia Center

May Spring Party
Date: TBA
Ships of the Sea Mari-
time Museum

June 16 
Artists & Artisans Tour
Historic District

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
DNA MEMBERSHIP!

Save postage and drop off your check at the Mem-
bership Table at the Nov. 18 Candidate Debate. 

If you want to renew by credit card, visit 
www.SavannahDNA.org to renew online. 

All memberships are up for renewal unless you 
joined the DNA in October 2015.

For questions, contact our Membership Chair, 
Staci Donegan at Membership@SavannahDNA.

org. You can also log in to your membership 
account at www.SavannahDNA.org to review the 

status and upgrade your membership level.

2016 DNA EVENTS



What a Fall it has been in downtown Savannah!

The Camp Spooky Halloween event brought more 
than 130 friends and neighbors of the Downtown 
community together, and the children had a great 
time playing classic games and trick or treating. 
Many thanks to all of our sponsors and volunteers, 
especially Rethink Design Studios for planning and 
coordinating this great annual event.

The DNA board was hard at work bringing you three 
election forums in October. I hope you took advan-
tage of the opportunity to learn about the candi-
dates and what they plan to bring to the table for 
our community. I thank all of you that made voting 
a priority on November, 3rd. DNA will co-host a 
runoff debate on Wednesday November 18th at 
6:15 p.m. in partnership with the Historic Savannah 
Foundation, Savannah Downtown Business Associ-
ation, Savannah Jaycees, Savannah Morning News, 
Tourism Leadership Council, and the Victorian 
Neighborhoods Association. Downtown residents 
are eligible to vote in all three of these races on 
Tuesday, December 1. 

I know that increases in crime are weighing heavily 
on the minds of residents. Please remember to keep 
your porch and lane lights on all night and replace 
burnt out bulbs in a timely manner. If you can, in-
stall a dusk to dawn timer or bulb to make it easier. 
Please watch out for your neighbors and report any 
suspicious activity to the police immediately. The 
non-emergency line 912-652-6500 is now monitored 
24 hours a day, should you feel that 911 is not the 
necessary course of action.

Recently, I had the pleasure of attending a badge 
pinning ceremony for officers joining the SCMPD. 
31 new officers and 4 returning officers were sworn 
in. This is the largest graduating class of officers in 
recent history. 6 of these officers are assigned to 
our Downtown precinct. This is a big step forward in 
filling out our police force.

I encourage you renew your DNA membership 
before the end of the year - we have a lot of great 

programs planned as well as opportunities for 
neighbors to get to know each other better. Be on 
the lookout for our annual DNA Member survey 
that will launch the first week of January 2016. We 
want to hear about what is important to you as we 
head into a new year.

I wish you a wonderful holiday season and look 
forward to an exciting new year!

Please remember to vote on December 1st!

Warm Regards,

Melinda D. Allen
President, Downtown Neighborhood Association
President@SavannahDNA.org

2015-16 Board of Directors
Melinda Allen

President
Gale Steves                                  

Vice President, Development
Meredith Dulany                           

Secretary
Michael Rundbaken                       

Treasurer
Amy Brock                                    

Communications Director
Staci Donegan                              

Membership Chair
Bill Durrence   -- Leave of Absence through 2015    

Board Member                   
Barry Gale

Public Safety Committee Chair
Matthew Hallett

Ward Captain Chair
Nicholas Henry                             

Historic Board of Review
Roger Moss, Jr.                             

Liaison with Downtown Business Association
Susan Myers                             

Holiday Tour of Homes, Chair / Govt Liaison
Bud Rosser                                  

Neighborhood Outreach
Erika Snayd                                  

Events Director
APPOINTED EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Katharine B. Alphin • Reed Dulany • David Jones
Bill Lovett • Bob Maas • Hank Reed • Kenneth Zapp                          

President’s Update



complete this form and mail it with your 2016 payment to:  Downtown Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 9416 • Savannah, GA 31412 • You may also join online at www.SavannahDNA.org

NEW MEMBER   RENEWAL  

NAMES: [please print]

NAME ONE  ____________________________________________________________________

EMAIL   ____________________________________________________________________

NAME TWO   ____________________________________________________________________

EMAIL   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:   ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________  STATE: ____________  ZIP: ______________ 

PHONE: ________________________________________

CHILDREN UNDER 18 AT HOME? 
RECEIVE EMAIL UPDATES FROM DNA? 

 MEMBERSHIP FORM

VOLUNTEER INTERESTS: (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 

 F Volunteer Ward Captain
 F Volunteer for the Board of Directors
 F Graphic Design / Photography / Newsletter / Website
 F Volunteer to put home on a Tour
 F Membership Committee
 F Events Committee
 F Parking Committee
 F Economic Impact Committee
 F Public Safety Committee
 F Holiday Tour of Homes Committee
 F Artists & Artisans Tour Committee
 F Other

SELECT MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
 F Student   $10
 F Individual    $25
 F Family   $45
 F Patron   $100
 F Corporate   $150

If you are a member in good standing of the Victorian Neighborhood 
Association or Downtown Business Association, you may qualify for one 
of the following membership levels:

 F VNA Member $10
 F DBA Member $125

If renewing your membership and your information has not changed. 
Please just enter your name below.



News & Notes

Ward captains have several functions in our neighborhood. The most 
important is getting the neighbors engaged, both by becoming DNA 
members and hopefully by maintaining some sort of neighborhood 
database should the need arise to reach out to neighborhood mem-
bers. When we have had issues that affect only one ward, it has been 
possible to reach out directly to the ward captain and they are able to 
locate other residents to share their concerns.

Possibly the most visible function of the ward captains is coming up 
soon as well- holiday decorating! This is a yearly event that utilizes holi-
day decorating supplies that are provided by the city, as well as sweat 
equity from the neighbors in that ward to install the decorations. The 
city provides the decorations so all the squares look consistent, but 
each ward uses them slightly differently. The city does ask that we 
don’t use any colored lights and don’t attach anything directly to mon-
uments (wrought iron fencing and light poles are fine!) This is usually 
coordinated by the ward captains, but is a team effort of the neighbors 
in that ward. In my square, we turn this into a neighborhood event 
with food, drinks, and music.

Currently the materials are  due to be delivered to Carlstadt’s Thanks-
giving week. Each ward captain is responsible for coordinating the 
tools, additional decorations, free-standing step ladders and labor to 
decorate the square. The city asks that we have the decorations up 
by the first weekend of December and down by the first weekend in 
January. The city will haul away the greenery from the square if you 
remove it. We usually make a small pile by our gazebo and they haul it 
away the next day. The City’s Citizen Office coordinates the decorating 
efforts in Oglethorpe, Wright, Reynolds, Ellis and Johnson Squares. 
These are commercial squares and have different standards supporting 
the commercial district.

We have a few squares missing Ward Captains:
Oglethorpe Square
Chatham Square
Greene Square

If you have any questions or wish to volunteer to be a ward captain, 
please email me at wardcaptain@savannahdna.org. 

Wanted: Ward Captains
DNA Board Member: Matthew Hallett

Community Outreach 
DNA Board Member: Bud Rosser

Having established contact and email addresses for twelve 
neighborhood associations and geographically-identified 
alliances, work continues to refine and update the twenty 
or so additional neighborhoods that are listed by the City 
of Savannah.  

Working with Kerri Reed and Carolyn Williams of the City’s 
Community Planning and Development Department, it is 
our goal to assist the City in compiling and maintaining an 
up-to-date inventory of functioning neighborhood associ-
ations and to affect the following changes: 
• Full details of each entity, to include named officers and 
complete contact information. 
• Correct schedule of meetings to be included in the City’s 
published calendar of neighborhood meetings.
• Distribute this information to all associations and alli-
ances. 
• Explore the feasibility of establishing a Neighborhood 
Council. 
• Establish what City personnel serve as contacts for 
neighborhood associations / insure information is avail-
able to  all. 

Camp Spooky 2015 was a huge success! Photos 
provided by neighbor and photographer, Ste-
phen Morton and may be viewed on the DNA 
Facebook Page.



Join us December 12, 2015 for the 
41st AnnuAl holiDAy tour of homes 

noon - 5 p.m.
 
This year’s Holiday Tour of Homes features eight private 
residences for you to Tour on the afternoon of Decem-
ber 12, 2015. The self-guided Tour will take you on a 
stroll through some of the most picturesque parts of 
historic, downtown Savannah. 
 
Tickets are $50 each and available online at DNAHoli-
dayTour.com as well as the day of the Tour at Tour Head-
quarters. Headquarters will be at the Massie Heritage 
Center on Calhoun Square this year.

In addition to the eight private homes on the Tour, the 
Andrew Low House and the Green-Meldrim House will 
both open their doors for complimentary tours for those 
presenting their Holiday Tour of Homes Guidebook on 
Saturday, Dec. 12. 

Community Celebration of Music
The 2nd Annual Community Celebration of Music will be 
held on Friday, Dec. 11 at 7 PM at Trinity United  Methodist 
Church on Telfair Square. The doors will open at 6:30 PM. 
Admission is free with first come, first seated.

Four choirs will be involved:
Lutheran Church of the Ascension
Unitarian Church
Speedwell Baptist Church
Trinity United Methodist Church Choir

Friday, December 11
6:30 p.m. Doors Open
7:00 p.m. Concert Begins
Cost: Free

$18 - Available online 
at DNAHolidayTour.com

DOCENTS NEEDED!
VOLUNTEER FOR THE HOLIDAY TOUR OF HOMES

Email: volunteer@DNAHolidayTour.com



We will not have an opportunity to vote again on our 
next Mayor, 2nd District Alderman or At-Large Post 2 
Alderman for four more years. DNA encourages all 
members to vote early or on Dec. 1. If you are travel-
ing, please make arrangements to vote absentee. Call 
912-790-1520. or visit Voter.ChathamCounty.org for 
more information.

Early Voting Dates:
November 23, 24, 25 (week of Thanksgiving)
Vote at the Civic Center or at the Main Voter Regis-
tration Office located at 1117 Eisenhower Dr.

Runoff Election Date:
Tuesday, December 1, 2015

DNA MEMBERS H PLEASE VOTE

Vote Savannah image created by DNA Member 
Cari Phelps of Clark Creative Communications

Downtown neighborhooD AssociAtion

P.o. box 9416
sAvAnnAh, gA  31412

It’s time to renew your DNA Membership!


